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This celebration of Holy Communion follows the Order of the 1552 Book of Common Prayer,
the second to be prepared during the reign of Edward VI (1547-53). It represents a significant
shift in form, theology and ritual practice from the first Book of Common Prayer (1549). The
second Book of Common Prayer formed the basis for all subsequent authorised versions (1559,
1604 and 1662). The Book of Common Prayer as published in 1662 remains the principal
authorised text of the Church of England: all more modern forms are technically alternatives.

By 1552 the Royal Commissioners or Episcopal Visitors had endeavoured to ensure that the
stone altar of sacrifice at the east end of the church had been replaced by a wooden table for the
Lord’s Supper, set lengthways in the chancel or choir. Vestments had often been confiscated,
destroyed or at least taken away from the church (some to be hidden).

The funds for additional clergy and singers had largely disappeared following the suppression of
chantries, guilds and most collegiate foundations. Furthermore there is only one reference to
singing in the 1552 service of Holy Communion (an option for ‘Glory be to God on high’).
However, there were some parish churches that could muster a modest group of singers. A
simple repertory of service music was published by John Day in his Certaine notes set forth in
foure and three parts to be song at the Morning Communion, and Evening Praier (1560, but
probably prepared in the early 1550s) This includes John Heath’s setting of the Communion
Service, an adaptation of an earlier setting made for the 1549 Book of Common Prayer. It
demonstrates the workaday adaptation of the ‘plain song’ idiom found in Merbecke’s Book of
Common Prayer Noted (1550) to polyphonic music — an idiom also found in Latin Mass settings
including examples by Taverner, Tallis and Sheppard. (The edition here is based on Day’s
original printed part books, but with reference also to James Wrightson’s edition, in the
Appendix of The Wanley Manuscripts (three volumes, A-R Editions, Wisconsin, 1995), with
notes values reduced to one quarter of the original).

The practice of singing metrical psalms before and after the service became normative (see the
Royal Injunctions of 1559). The dominant texts (in ballad metre) were those of Thomas
Sternhold, originally intended for private or domestic use. His collection was expanded to a
complete Psalter (the most popular of a number of metrical versions) by the 1560s. The texts and
melodies presented here are edited from the original printed sources (with modernised spelling
and halved note values).

The people (including singers) would not normally have had access to the texts of the
Communion service. The Creed and Lord’s Prayer were to be recited line by line; and the
Confession and Prayer of Humble Access were recited on their behalf. This booklet includes
rubrics taken or adapted from the 1552 Book of Common Prayer in order to help with navigation
of the liturgy. Indications of posture either affirm what is in the rubrics, or else suggest what was
most likely then (i.e. kneeling for much of the service) or practical now (e.g. standing to sing
‘Glory be to God on high’).



Before the entry of the ministers, the people sing a part of Psalm 63, in the metrical
version of Thomas Sternhold (d. 1549).
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O God, my God, I watch to come to thee in all the haste:
Thy good-ness pass - eth world-ly life, and these un - cer - tain days:
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For why, my soul and bo - dy both do thirst of thee to taste.
My lips there-fore shall give to thee due ho - nour,laud and praise.
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As drought of earth would wa - ter have, so I de -sire each hour,
And while__ T live I will not fail to wor - ship thee al- way:
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For to be-hold thy ho - ly house, thy glo - ry and thy power.

And in thy name I shall __ lift uyp my handswhen I do pray.

The text is taken from Certayne Psalmes chosen out of the psalter of David &
drawen into English metre by Thomas Sternhold, published by Edward Whitchurch
in 1549. Included here are verses 1-4 of the original.

The melody is the Third Tune by Thomas Tallis, from Matthew Parker’s The
Whole Psalter translated into English metre, published by John Day in 1567.



THE ORDER FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF
THE LORD’S SUPPER, OR HOLY COMMUNION

§ The Priest enters and says the Lord’s Prayer and the Collect for Purity by way of his
own preparation.

§ Then shall the Priest rehearse distinctly all the Ten Commandments: and the
people kneeling, shall after every Commandment aske God’s mercy for their
transgression of the same, after this sort. [All kneel.]

§ After each of the first nine commandments, all sing:
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Lord, have mer - cy
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and in-cline our hearts to keep this law.
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§ After the tenth commandment (‘Thou shalt not covet ...°) all sing:
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Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us,
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and write all these thy laws in our hearts, we be-seech thee.
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§ [All remain kneeling.]

§ The Priest intones the Collects for the 19th Sunday after Trinity

and for Good Governance [in the original form, for the king].

§ Immediately after the Collects, the Priest shall read the Epistle (Ephesians 4:17-32).
§ [All sit.]

§ And the Epistle ended, he shall say the Gospel (Matthew 9:1-8).
¢ [All stand.]

§ And the Epistle and Gospel being ended, shall be said the Creed.
§ [The Creed is recited line by line, the people repeating after the Priest.]

§ After the Creed, shall follow one of the homilies already set forth.
¢ [All sit.]

§ After such homily the Curate shall earnestly exhort them to remember the poor,
saying one or more Sentences.

§ Then shall the Church wardens, or some other by them appointed, gather the
devotion of the people, and put the same into the poor men’s box:

after which done, the priest shall say the prayer for Christ’s Church militant here
in earth.

¢ [All kneel.]

§ Then shall the Priest say the exhortation for those minded to come to the holy
Communion.

§ Then shall the Priest say the invitation to confession to them that come to receive
the holy Communion.



§ Then shall the general confession be made, in the name of all those that are
minded to receive the holy Communion, either by one of them, or else by one of the
ministers, all kneeling humbly upon their knees.

§ Then shall the Priest or the Bishop (being present) stand up,
and turning himself to the people, say the Absolution.

§ Then shall the Priest also say the Comfortable Words.

§ After the which [all still kneeling] the Priest shall proceed, saying,

Lift up your hearts.
Answer [monotone]. We lift them up unto the Lord.

Priest. Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
Answer. It is meet and right so to do.

Priest. It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all _



